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7 HO the Wotts ere cited hure th 
os 0 natural and iminediat te Reference 
= BS that Knowledge and Sufficiency, which 
i Very the firſt Preachers of the Gofpat hag) 
SUR in order to the Performance of their 
eat Work; yet may the 1 
hd to all Mankind with ReſpeTt | 
bon Duties of Religion and Moraldty: 7 
t every Man as of the. Apoſtles, rbat 4 yo: Par 
vent of our Sel'ves to think any Thing as 77 hr ves. 
vren Reaſon itſelf, That noble dij kngwiſhing Facult: 
ur Nature, is the G. 6 4. and all the S. 
ny we are thereby Maft 78 of, l muſt be 45 
ach referred to the /a 1 reme. Author of our Being 
our Life itſelf. 10 tho? we cannot rerend 3 | 
| eu and Hazards in the ord 2 Di- 
large of our Duty; yet neicher can we 1 5 [at 
ore Exemption : way 6 muſt own our ſelyes deficient - 
many Inſtances, both in Spec platen and 1 
en in the common A H L Life, tis bot al 
% aly, either to diſcover what ny Wea 10 
rd oer up to ĩt Aa EW, i 


4 Iv £+ +» 


| frequently: in Matters 10 the NG Mont 
Cee 1 © and. ſhew... few 255 
and Cyabili % bere we would willingly de 
tds babe the greateſt Sn and 3 
[1 («The Account'T have been. Bit 700, 5, in 
Aran? 2 privite Expetichioe. | 1 is ſcarce x Che 
rafter in all Hiſtory, whether Sacred or Proſan 
which is not in ſome. Part 4 a Proof of it 
And 3 ay be e fo be the Nat 
and Circumſtances o \Maokinc tit, 
But the Misfortune is, Men os fond of bell 
| thought. knowing in Things of a MorohNatre 
owever ignorant they may find themſelyes j jnothe 
Matters, in This moft Men are apr tb think the 
re capable of determining for .chemſelyes;, a 
xerefore. will not eaſily ſubmit fo, Foreign Deciſo 
And as this Notion took its Rift e fk the Pri 
and Conceit of Men; ſo has it been this don 
Occaſion of all thols Errors, which have been a 
vanced in the Scbemes of Particular Moralifts, 
The preſumed Sufficiency of Re x. in Matter 
Religion and Morality, plainly took its Riſe fr 
this Principle. By not knowing the tric Bar 
and Limits of their Underſtanding, 5251 have b 
led into Miſtakes concerning the Extent of th 
Knowledge, and by ſeeing their Reafon 11 
ſome Truths, they have been tempted to bel 
it i is To, to all. Nate is is a Coniequenck dy 
means to be admitted. For] uman Capacity 
well as Human Nature are ite; even in them 
Exalted Geniuſſes, they are not very extenſive; 
reach originally no farther than the, dw 
jetts of aur; Senſes ;, and therefore are ſuited only 
ſuch Things as lie within Tei Views. Aude 
what theſe r reſent to us are little 75 than 
Surfaces. of Things: % Our Ideas, 
& us, are wid the n of . Fo i" 
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« 18; colthout_ 1, They give us no Notion a 
. lwurd Make and © Conflitution of the - Bodies 


mſelves, or of thoſe” Springt and "Cauſe 
wech theſe Powersoperate;”” OF 750 the greakeſt | 
Philoſopher is as ignorant as the moſt illicerate. 
We ſee indeed the Effects produced, but know not 
the Cauſes from whence they flo 0 399115 
fis true indeed, the Mind of Man frequently 
dates and extends itſelf beyond its native Bounds ; 
being once furniſhed with Ideas, it is capable of 
uniting and comparing them to an almoſt infinite 
Variety 3 of ſupplying the Want of direct and pro- 
per ones by Secondary Images, and thereby forming \ 
to itſelf ſome Notion: of thoſe Things, which cari- E 
tot be Objects of any of our Senſes. But even here our 
Capacities are far from being abſolutely perſelt, or 
in all Caſes ſuſſicient: In ſome Points they quite 
fal us, in others they give us partial and imperſect 
Repreſentations, which at beſt ſerve only to con- 
found or miſlead us: And even in thoſe Caſes where 
they are moſt perfect, they are frequently void of 
(ertinty, or of giving us that Aſſurance and Satis- 
faftion, which a Scrupulous and Inquiſitive Mind 


would be apt to require and inſiſt uon. | 
But our Adverſaries are far from contending+ ' 
fr an Univerſal Sufficiency of Human Reaſon. They 
ue willing enough to allow it to be defective in if 
many Points of Natural Knowledge z but in Religion i 
ind Morality, they very much queſtion it: Here 1 
they N one is capable of judging for 
timſelf; his own Reaſon is a ſufficient Guide to him, 
ad all Inſtructions, from whence ſoever derived, 


weas ridiculous as they are needleſs. 

Wich what Views theſe extraordinary Principles 

te now advanced, I ſhall not at 2 ent enquire. 

The Influence they have on our Eccleſiaſtical and 

Civil Conſtitutions, will juſtify every Engliſhman 

n his Attempts to diſprove them; and make 
. every 
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- Country, cautious in admitting ſuch I Doctrines, a 
plainly deſtructive of hoth , 10 te 
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is what our Adverſaries will not 9 in. They * 
diſpute the Authority of the Bopkas 9 ok 4 
therefore muſt not be argued with, upon this 1 


ciple. I. ſhall chuſe —— examine it on th 
Foot of Natural Light 3; and endeavour to pro 
from common and rational. Principles, that Nah 
is not @ ſufficient Gu ide in Matters 4: W 40 
Morality, 3 god: 
J But before 1 proceed t to 8 ie, vill be Jay 
ry to explain the Ferms made uſe. of; and ſhen 
what I underſtand. by the Word Reaſon, and whit 
by its being a Sufficient Guide in Maiers 1 
and Moralitv. 15 11% A 105 
By Reaſon then I anda F Regen, 4 by 
Bene Reaſon the Principle os Facull 17 2 | 
as. it ſubſiſts in every Individual. of t 
ies. This Definition is exactly agreeable, —＋ 
Account given by our Adverſaries ghemſelves;\and 
therefore at preſent I ſhall preſume it to he g 
me. And among the ſeveral Senſes of the Wards 
Si ficient Guide in Matters of: Religion and \Moralih, 
I ſhall at preſent conſider it in this Weg 405 
That by it is meant ſuch 4 Cuide, as 
by itſelf, without any other A fiſtaute, ws direting 
us, the neareſt Way, both as to the Knowledge and 
I Piſce of every thing we are. gopcerned 1 hoot 


ca 
ve ot the Apoltic's Meat in the 
he 17 7 but allo'as molt ag wei to 
oe, 1. Ge de Kae di Tü, 1 N. wit v6 
receſſary to obſerve, That there is but one 
A toming at any Truth whatſoever in the Uſe 
qur Reaſon! 7 Faculties 3 Piz. by Thoſe ; y which 
Fe iv ſolfie time 65 other received from 1775 
thy an WES? Thar the gps of Moy 
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Know t no 
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5 can b f the e Theſe are Points "wi 
the Generality oP: thinking Men will eaſil 
u. Hence it is 6bvious to” remark,” I « "on 
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Nhat 1 muſt ſhare all che Difeett and. Te 
mn; of them; and conſequently 25 Will Be 
* and ronfuſed, in 10h as The/2 907 70 
ur and diftin®, * If of ere 
of a Moral, and Ray ious re, in, which 
ier our Perceptions. 1 50 Us, of f dee The 
ie dien and im perfekt, or zn which the 
ſure and confuſed ; - any of l of ben e Cale 


2, 


e utterly incapable af diſcqvering thoſe * 
ich we are fo much concerned to KD. 5 
Vit we are told, That Honey Rand! 1 or. 
gh to be, a Sufficierit” Guide” in Matters: of 


1 another World, accordin ng as he behaves him- 
nan Equity, to be mveſted it! ſacb u Ce. 


cee 
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= 
dolle can reach no farther than we have nd 


reich ere Abe any Mat- 
ke legen muff be an Ife Guide to <0 = 


Religion; That Man, as he is an Keen eil | 
Creature, anſwerable to God for His Ackiöns, 


d to be amply rewarded, or ſeverely. paniſbed, 
' lf in this, has a Right, "4 the Laws of com- 


: 55 ay 5 
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"i 15 8. Aa | 
'y or Power, as 18% rien he; 

4. SRD to diſcover. 54 5 is he i r fav 
and what is which, renders Him che \Droper ©; 
| 20 jett of Divine Favour or Dae A which 
. 1 5:/fay is Hi ficient to diſcover ach Wa 
* * HOES as pr an equal Balance i 
<< all thoſe tations,. reſent Tor 
« of Thing 1 N * SI 
« which Capacity will, in Reaſon, and Egal, je 
der him znexcuſable, if be.miſcargies*, 

Admitting all this to. be, a Jet. "how wil 
- this Author prove his Conſequence ] Ait necetluy 
chat, becauſe Man has, a, Night 20.Jucb a i: 
ency, he ſhould. therefore þ ' ſufficient of. 1905 
Will not this Right: be equalſy anſwered, tho 
ſhould receive all our Sufficiency from 9005 ; 1. 
tho the Duties. 15 15 to perform, nd. the Md 
tives. to them, be all made Known Wu 
External Revela 155 If it may, then, no 757 
tion can lie, in this Caſe, “ up Ig ys 
«= and Governor of the Worl „ as 1 he want 
de either Underſtanding or Diſpoſition to > hayr mat 
and conſtituted; Things better, ot th Hair del 

& fairly and equitably with his . el z bf 
cauſe a Divine Revelation mult be 91 t 
as capable of ied Fay us with al acc 


and Powers, which 

bu can poſſibly be. 
X "it: ether. -ur 541 oy 410 
« Man, in his fats ; fticute. 
* Divine Revelation, and 1525 er a cophideradl 
« Time ; —— That, as to b Bf T 17 
«© That was not intended to be a FR 


nY Mr. Chubb's Diſcourſe. on Reaſon with! x ard to K gs 

| and Divine Revelation, p. 4 * 4; 1 f. 8 mo 
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We to 4 our Sper 54 but only co 5 
* Jewiſh Nen And as to che Cbrifian, 
many Ages pere paſt-before:it was: given i and 
1 lint: 23 it has been ſar from 
« prevailing all over the Worlds and conſequently, 
k Madras of our _ have been Oy 
« and: ankindly\deatriwiths? 4110 ors 
* i Acker He Tmuſt beg FR to e 
That Mankind were never entirely deſtituze: of a 
Revelation: in Joe” ort or aber. The. Sacred 
Writings inform us“ of an Extraordinary and Su- 
naturul Diſcovery of the Divine Will, even in 
th * of Man's Innacrner r And after 'the Fall., 
ve have | frequent Notices of : ſeveral' Orca 
Communications from the Being to the 
Families of the World, even before 3 were 
Iſtribuced into different Cou And cho' the 
. Revelation was intended for the more eſpe- 
Service of the Feu, yet this was principally. 
ju regard to their Civil Polity : The'Moral. and 
Ant Part of it, properly jo called, was not ſo 
uch confined 3 it was of: perpetual and ' univerſab 
ligation ; and communicated to a People, who, 
. prodigious Figure and Credit, were moſt 
to ſpread the Knowledge of it to the other 
arts of the World. And as to the Chriſtian Di 
Jain, notwithſtanding; the Lateneſs of its Pro- 
Wgation, and its having not yet prevail'd all 
er the World; yet it will appear, upon Exami- 
Won, to have been given at a Time the moſt t 
proper for that Purpoſe, when almoſt the whole 
arld was in Zupeftation of it, and was moſt diſ- 
ed to receive it. And tho? it is not yet univer- 
ly admitted, yet this is rather owing to the OB 
ary and Perverſoneſ of Men, and the Eventual 
Mequences of Things,” can to any ORE 
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and rational Principles, that Human Reajan neithe 

is nor can be. a ſufficient: Guide in Matters of Rai 
| and Morality. + PE Ab A Ae 2 3 2 Den 

bg Human Reaſon may be conſidered in two Senſe 

either in a more large Senſe, as it ſubſiſtꝭ in eve 

Individual of the Human Species ; or in a mon 

limited and reſtrained Senſe, as it is to be met vi 

only in the more knowing and thinking Fart 

Mankind. The preſent Diſpute with our Ade 

ſaries confines me prineipally to the in of thel 

| Senſes; becauſe they ſuppoſe this Sufficiencytobel 

every particular Perſon, even :n"thaſe of ibe mu 

Capacities, and under all the mat - diſaduaniag" 

_ Circumſtances they can poſſiblyfall into. But . 
unwilling to take Advantage of any one ſor an 

| preſſion. The Cauſe I am defending doth 1 

need it, the Reaſon of the moſt improved. Mui 


J See Chriſtianity as old as the Creation, and Mt. 11 
pendix to the Grounds and Reaſons for the Obſervation dd 
Fth of Nov. and zotli of Jan. in the Church of England. . 
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pfaſfcient in any Polit GE" Religion and Mora: 
en myſelf with the Fulgar and Tiiterate: Theſe, 

a chey have made leſs Improvements, ſo muſt they! _ 


be % RWG e K eee 
The Point then, which I am to eſtabliſn, is 
tus; chat we are, even in our maſt exalted Underſtand- 
n by the mere Workings'of our own” Reaſon, with- = 
at any Thing ſuprradded, incapable of knowing and 
maiing-alf thoſe Things which are of a' Moral 
und Religions Nature, and which concern” us4n our 
Rdjpious and Moral Capacities. This Point I 
fropoſe 'to / Conſider, ' with a principal Regard to 
edge only; oye that if I can make 
tat Part good, the other will eaſily be allowed 
te} ſince it is our Adverſaries ow] favourite 
Maxim, that 10 one can praltiſe furtber than be 
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[+ 4.4 THE TELH CER 1445 nen 
And here I cannot but obſerve, notwithſtanding 
he pretended Sufficiency of Human Reaſon, that 
Mankind have never yet been furniſhed with a 
ompetent Scheme of Religion and Morality, on 
nere Foot of Rational Principles only. If we look 
the Ancient Philoſophers, from whom ſomething; 
(that kind was moſt likely to be expected, we 
ul find them to be miſerably deficient-in almoſt 
fery Inſtance, ' In ſome Things they are entirely: | 
worant; in others they are very uncertain and 
ubtful; and even in thoſe Caſes where they ha ve | 
n moſt fortunate in their Inquiries," they have 
t miſſed ſome Points they were in purſuit of. 
astonur Later Moraliſts, notwithſtanding the 
Wantages they have had above thoſe of ancient 
mes, yet moſt of them have been truly ſenſible, 
der/ important Points, how much they wanted 
ure; and one of them in particular, tho' he 
d almoſt convinced himſelf frem his Iriquiries 
0 the Nature of moral Ideas, © That Morality 
= +: 2 Was 


* 0 
- * 
9 
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| 1 e 12 ta very Sil. 


ing in one Place */ he h that 
e of Moral Ideas, and tft man 
of ſenſible Repreſentations, made them leo capable 


ö of Certainty and Demonſtration than the Ideas vf 
Quantity; in another be queſtions vefy much, 


whether he was able to make it dut. But whence 
15 it, that all theſe learned Men have been thus 


deficient in cheir Incuiries ? Is it becauſe they 


wanted Leiſure, or 'Patichce, or Opportunity, 
Inclination? This was far. from being che -Caſe 


Nothing of this kind is nee ſuggeſted by tbem 


But then they complain very much of dhe n. 
vwneſ; of their Capacities, the 'Shortfightedu of 
their L Underſtandingis, their Jgnorance and Uncertain 


concerning Things of the big bet Importance, Thel 


are Toys to be met with frequently in all the 
Writings. And if our modern Freethinkers have 


not been ſo happy as to have made this N 


it can be aſcribed to nothing elſe but this, tha 


' whilſt they have been bulying themſelves aboo 
every other Part of Knowledge, = have 2 | 


the principal and moſt important of all, ib Im 


ledge of themſelves, and their own Capacities. 


But ſuppoſing they had all the Knowledgeiti 
poſſible for them to — admitting that they *e 
furniſhed with Learning and Abilities, to:dilcovs 
a proper Scheme of Religion and;Morality3 Je 


| how far have they carried their Capacities in Exc 


cution? Have they really furnithed the Worſd ui 


a competent Scheme of it? Nothing of this kink 
now appears. A Complete Syſtem of Religion and 
Morality is not to be met with in any one of them 


nor do I believe can ſuch an one * e mad 


* Lock es Eſſay, Book 115 ch. z. $1 15. 1 90 
23: — Famil, Letters, ps d.. MRS 
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"te from all 
| wdeniable 


Times, are frequently. found to differ from one 
another in very ſſential Points. Even the com- 
n Fundamentals of Religion and Morality are 
not dearly and indi/Þutably ſettled by them. Ant 
heir Sentiments are ſo very diſſonant, that it is 
farce poſſible to know which is the trueſt. Now 
ach of theſe Writers drew up his particulat Sy ſtem 
cor ding to bis o n Notions, his own Reaſon was 
bis Guide, and I will preſume that it wWas duly auer- 
dd: Allowing it therefore to be a /ufficient, Guide, 
twill follow, that it muſt have been ſo to all of them, 
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that it was a ſufficient Guide to all of them, then how 

an we account for their different. Opinions? They 
ad all one and the ſame Guide, and they all aimed 
it one and the ſame End, and as every End has 
Is proper Means, their Guide, if it had been a fi- 

fent one, would have directed them all. tbe ſame 
ay; but as this did not happen, we can't help 
concluding, that Reaſon was an Erroneous Guide to 
jme of them, at leaſt not /ufficient to direct them 
altothegreat Points they were in Purſuit of. And 
you admit the laſt Suppoſition, viz. That Rea- 
ju was a ſufficient Guide to one or ſome excluſive of the 
7; then the Doctrine of our Adverſaries is abſo- 
tcly falſe ; for Reaſon can't poſſibly be a ſufficient 
bilde to every Individual of the human Species, 
Fen it is /yicient only to one or ſome, excluſive of 
i albert. It remains then, that Reaſon' was a 
een Guide to neither of them, and that every 
Man whatſoever is incapable, by ibe mere Workings 
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ar to one or ſome excluſive of the Ref, If it be ſaid © 
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of bis Reaſon, without och Aigen 0 
diſcovering all thoſe Things which are of x Relig 
os and Moral Nature, and whiclveoncethius on 
our Religious and Moral Capacities; '- | 45.4414 
Thus Matters ſtand ag to the Evideneę of Pad 
it appears from the Writings of the moſt celebrates. 
Moraliſts, that there are plain Marks of Infufic. 
ency to be found in all of them. Let us nom ſee 
how the Point before us can be ſupported on de 
Foot of Argumen t.. I Aethd | 

If we look back to the firſt Beginnings of Reaſv,; 
and examine into the true State of it in our mom 
early Tears; we ſhall find, that it is infinitely 
ſmall; that it is a long Time, ere 'Children dif. 
cover any Principle ſuperior to Senſe, ot have an 
Ideas, but what are excited in them, by the mol 
obvious Qualities of thoſe Objects, which con- 
ſtantly ſurround them. When they have Ideas, 
how long is it before they attend to them, at leaſt 
to Advantage? their Minds, muſt be regularly 
formed to it by Education and Inſiruttion they 
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. Havin rocteded thus far in the the Dip! en 
ö of the J 1225 cy of Human Reaſon, it may not 
improper to Per ſome Collateral Evidences M 
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lune, it is 4 Rule jy Nie. l 2 
ud. Writers of Human | Underſtan ing, That 
0 Truth cannot contradict Truth: That“ what- 
« ever is inconſiſtent with che Peace and Welfare 
« (or Good) ot Mankind, is inconſiſtent with! the 
« Lows of Human Nature, wrong, intolerable ; * T 
ind, That no Truth, by being known, can 
« haye a bad Effect on the Mind and Lives of 
4 Mm; and contrarily, what will always have a 
bad Effect on the Minds and Lives 51 Men. 
vill have ſtrong Probability at leaſt againſt ita 
being Truth, ſuppoſing no Argument. Sould be 
brought for or againſt it. Let us examine 
the hu hiciency of Human Reaſon by theſe Pticciples, 
and ſee how well it can be ſupp | 
The State of the Doctrine, as maltidnined by 
our Adverſaries, ſtands thus: That every Man 
either hath, or ought to have, ſuch a . | 


« or Power, reſiding in him, as is capable, by 
iel, without any thing fi fuperadded, of directing 
* us both as to the Knowledge and Practice of 
« eyery thing we are concerned to łn or do in 
* our Religious and Moral Enquiries. And this 
Notion is plainly founded on this Suppoſition, that 
we otherwiſe have no poſſible Means of Direction: 
For we are told, That, if the preſent Conſti- 
* tution of Things be otherwiſe, ſuch a' Conſti- 
© © tuition is manifeſtly wrong, by being unequal and 
p 1 5 nant to Reaſon; and that it is as unequal 
In this Caſe, as the requiring Bricks, without 
0 affording Materials for making them. * This 
Principle being: true, theſe, ſeyeral Conſequences 

mult neceffarily follow from it: 

Rut, That there is no ſuch thing as a Provi- 
fence preſiding aver Human Affairs: For, as the 
Locke Eflay, 6 $9 

nen of een, adin. wt 12 85 of | 8 be 4 5 
uiry into the Nat. oft N q- 
1 1 5 7 * . © Ts it; 


Notion : 
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| holding Mare, and. its oft IRA 

_ r- and diſpoſing it to its proper Ends; 
the I»fluencesof 1 it, and in fitting i 
— the Offs tor: which it ought 58 . to muſt 
it be entirely inconſiſtent with that Cuff |; 
_ — 4s „ 5 | 


all ible Por Prem Direction. ou every uh oy 
Power. And in this View; che Principle beſore ! 
rank rerminate 171 merely. in Dej/n,"ba in Allee 
* n 40 3 $44.4 . e 7 | 
It will follow, in the nent Place, That ther 
neither is, nor ben be any ſuch thing ab Gocieh), 
either in Morality or Religions For, 'as Serin) cin 
ſerve no other n but to Ar and vhfluence 
the Conduct of Mankind 5:10” muſt it natural) 
ee _ in us, a Want of ſome-autwurd 
to ſupport and keep up the Kno 
lion and Virtus But; ab then 
cannot ic pallbiy be ſuch a VMunt in dur Nature df 
this Scheme of our Adverſaries, ſo neither bun the 
— Reaſans and —.— of Things 
ſuch State, as ſuppoſes ad #plies t: 
Abe ſame may be ſaid of-Friewdf he ge 


Fon we 64h cevkerto db ige Seb ve e 
how we oughi 10. act in ung pantjeular Inland, 
when we have ſuch a Coun/olloravithin us, a8 
. cannot fail of directing us Moien 2074 

I would obferve; in wen g . Tha 
the Principle I have been examining, ben then 
it will follow, that there neither e be 
any uch e as N e 998 wor 
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10 of Knowledge, we cannot want ideas, nor wan 
neee Connection between Ideas, nor he inca- 
ble of racing and examining .of ihem à wean, 
therefore. be ig nona nf And where 6 1a Sue. - 
nch of Practice, we cannot WAnk; Mea 

wing 2 right Conduf, or oi following. its. jp 
4 can neither omit Actions which are 
qgreeable, nor purſue thoſe which arc. comrary.s 
Ny; but muſt Always Act in a ftady: Conformity 
twhatis right... Happy: would it be for Mankind, 
auld theſe Principles be proven e ue f Bur 
fear, Experience; i aganiſt us He who Koowe. | 
by thing, knows this in the it Flace that we 
ed: not ſeek long for: Inſtances. of either kind 5; 
A ſwall Acquaimance with ourſelves will calily. 
ot us, that che ſe Defects are not entirely ing. 
1 Human Nature a and ite obſarve what. 

g vithout: us, We ſtall ſee i e 
bf den Growth:\andi Preualenay in the W > 
-—— The ſame. Obſervations Wil : ewe us the 
* and U/efulngfs of an overruling I; 
peliding.over Human / Aſfaics, and Of a State of; 
Melcty,. directing and. —ä— — Con- 
uct : And as theſe, plaink ar er out: to us the 
been of our Nature 3 are they. at leaſt, 
0 ve Argumoealy. al cha Ice of ibs 

D 1 u hmm tr 
th the laſt Places I would. beg leave to obſerve, 

That the 2255 15 c have been are or is ſuch 
i mot ſupported, u it could 
Irored that Men were infallible : Fots as Jong as 


men Reaſom is liable tn Errors, and capable 7 


8 deceived, it et n 4 Sufficient 
| Guide 


d woful Condition ſhould. we be in without the 


be. 
being 
root to a ws hg . or 's Namke 
Men e Council; whereas our 1 


Freetbinters aſſert it univtr/ally,\'not of 4 Numb 
colleftively conſi dered, but of eur en 4 


butively Jahn, (001117, „ 
And a8 che Doctrine I: have been enam 
contradicts ſeveral undeniable Truths; . 11 
likewiſe inconſiſtent with the general Neues ut 
Welfare (or Good) of Mankind; and'when þ 
and areas, will always have a bad Eid u 
Influence on che Minds and Lives.of Men. Thi 
will appear very evident; if we conſider, "That 
Man is a Social Creature, and chat the End d 
Society was the common Welfare and Gand 4 
Mankind: If therefore the Principle I haye be 
conſidering, is inconſiſtent with 8ociety, it muſt b 0 
deſtructive of the general Peace and Beef 
the World; and muſt always he ptoductiye at ti 
moſt diſmal Conſequences, with re 
ge For there is nothing which could duct 
o enter into Society, but che Senſe of thei 
—— nſuſſiciency, of their Depthdenite each othe 
and their Want of mutual: Afetances.- 
this Notion from the Minds of Men, and they Fl 
ſoon. aſſert their Natural Laune and fight the 
Way thro' all Reſtraints. if, when We. pa 
the Privilege of Society, 22 Laws, we d 
«© ſcarce preſerve our on, or he ſaſeg 
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and Mair 


* expoſed to the Inſults, - „ 


— 405 | 
u of unjuſt and mexeileſs Menz not having | 
” FEES any thing to take Refuge i in!“ or: | 
This, we are rold by ancient Writers, was the 
tion of Affairs, before Men entered into So- 
cety ; and when made ſome” of them repreſene” 
te State of Nature to be a State of Mar: Aka ſuch 
all Probability Would it again be, were we once 
perſuaded; that Societi tigs Are uſeleſs . Things, and 
har Inſtitutions of Religion and Morality were both 
pede and ridiculous. * For it 18 appear, 1 + 
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m That this Doctfine, en known and NA 
gert, will always have a bad Influence on the 
Minds and Lives of dee here it _—_— be 
ſerved, That what principally induces Men to 
e kind, benevolent, and obliging to one another, 
wis; That, in ſome Caſe or other, we may 
ut their Help and Aiſtance. This is what 
yy keeps up mutual Food Offices and upon 
is likewiſe is founded the Reaſon and Influence of 
ut general Law of Morality, That we ſhould do 
her as we would they ſbould do to us; But 
Men come once to no and believe, that their. 
0 jan is a Sufficient Guide to tbem, and that 
key have no need of the ſitance and Direction 
others, Things will chen be found to take à dif- 
rent Turn; we ſhall find every one very unwil- 
ng to give himſelf up to tlie Guidance and Di- 
ton of others, to ſubmit to the Laws and Pre- 
ptions of his Governors, and to part with his 
Mate Benefit for the fake of the publitk God: 
Je ſhall then ſee none of thoſe noble Principles 
ee ty and Benevolente,” which are the preſent 
nh and Ornament of our Nature; but only the 
ade fe Remains of an EP Sumi 7 e 
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without any thing to govem and refirain Rim. 
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nuous Aſſertors of the Seu Life; ande am in 


that ic will always be our Duty to be cautious i 
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| je, ro-rake notice of the ſgyeral Arguriens 
fered by our Adverfaries. io Deſenc 
L have been examining 
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Nor is this an airy imaginary Speculatio 
are told by thoſe ho ha made the bt Te 
into theſe Matters, that . 7 a 
netural ex mat a 1 — War : 5 N 


ge 
of ſich A 
ances, are. enough to ſhew us what wüde a 
Conſequence, when Men are to fall — 
Dircctiong of their * e Ne, 
. Juperadaes. e e vale 

2 — all, T dark do means a 

I be underſtpod to affirms. That all ahs.Couk 
quences, which have been mentioned. are ce dntendec 
for by our Adverſaries. Many of them are fil 


clined in Charity to hope, that; thay: apy us; 
this Particular. All I contend for is, That the 
Principles naturally lead to theſe, Concluſions; an 


admitting any Dochtines, which have bam 
and deſtructiue a Lenden; 14 
It would be proper, before þ dibas | 


But Lhave — 
in this by the 1 of thoſe who ee gol 
before me on this Subject. One howe 15 10 
omit, becauſe it is an extraordinary. 
principally: urged: on a particular Caſes di w| 


In a yo meaſure affects the ee that is hat 
e 74h DI 


AT. 


2 * 


* 
* 


«not a Ground of Oertainty, becauſt he ma 
« deceive us; and therefore there muſt be ſom 
thing in Nature to be a Foukdation for Credit, 
« with reſpect to that Declaration, ** Which 
Foundation for Credit ie makes to be che Evi- 
dence, that the Thing declared is agreeable to the 
Reaſon, Nature, and Fitneſs. of Things, withour 
which no Declaration of God can make us certain 
of it; neither can we be certain” of any ſuch De- 
ckration, but on account of ſueh Connection. 
Ivould know of this Author, What his Opf- 
dions are of God and of Nate For if he 40. 
knowledges that God is an All-perfett and an lu. 
20d Being; he muſt on that he is ineapable of 
being deceived himſelf, or of deceiving others; and 

be allows, that Nature is to us undiſeoverable in 
many Inſtances, he muſt grant, that every Thing 
tounded: in Nature is not kzowable by us. I ob- 
ſerre then upon theſe Principles, that Gods Decla- 
Jon alone is 4 ſufficient Ground of Certaiuty, with - 
vt any other Foundation for "Credit whatſoever: 
Fecauſe the higheſt Cortainty we can-poſſibly have, 
uo be ſure that we are not deceived. Our Au- 
wor indeed ſuppoſes, that Go may deceive us: But 
n order to prove this, he muſt diſcard God of his 
'er/:ions and his Goodneſi, and muſt make the De- 
arations of Nature, and the Teſtimony of our 
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40. Reaſon, and that we are fute of ic too e 
aſſert, that we can'talways fee the Connection ther 
is between his Aas, and the Reaſon to'whi mache 
are agreeable, And therefore, can't- 
Declarations, on Acchunt of ſuch Connection The 


d. e 2 


4 * 
3 


the Circumſtances of Mankind; let me add; that 


wie ſhould hence learn to have Recourſe to an bjpter 
Principle to look up to that All-ſufficient Four 


able to make known to us the ſeveral Obligations ue 
Are under, and the - ſeveral Duties we ate to di- 


perfeft : It is of itſelf incapable of making 


would be ſufficient to quitken him to the Di 
charge of his Duty. And it equally concerns ene 


ances 3 to receive them with the wr] ( 


Th 167) 5 
- ap ſes of greater Credie, that 8 
God bimſelſ. „ 4 

J don't deny but chay(Gud'alwayual 


aſſent to hi 


Reaſon of the Thing, as being unknown+ tous, can 
never be to us a Foundation for Credit; whereas the 
Declaration of God, as being abſolutely indſpuiall, 
muſt be in —_ e a „ 0 Ch. 


I Thayenow gone Aren what I propoſed at 0 
1 have endeavoured to prove the great Inſufficiency 
of Human Reaſon, in Matters of Religion and 
Morality, from the Nature of our own Ideas and 


if Matters ſtand thus, as Thave repreſented" them, 
tain of Wiſdom and Knowledge, which! is alone 


charge. Our own Reaſon is 'vaſtly"/hort: _ 
known 

to us all the ſeveral” Habitudes and Relations ol 
Things: To truſt to it therefore for our-Diſcore- 
ries of Religious and Moral Matters, is to truſt u 
that which cannot help us. Holy David wis fe 
ſenſible of this, that he very Hequently and earneſt 
ly deſires God to inſtru? him in bis Mn, uf 
bim bis Statutes, to dire him in ibe n tba! 
ſhould go, and to give him ſuch Aﬀiſtances, 4 
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pious and good Man to defire the au gracious 45 
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l Thohifulneſspnc,0. ſubmit ih fh 
ra To: diſpute the bie pt 
I's Aſſiſtances, 18 ro;deny;our own #4; 45, and the 


Goodneſs of our Creator: To aſeribe them m to ofber 
(anſes, is to be Baſe and ungratgful: o receive 
dem and not ſubmit to them with Readingſi, * 
to abuſe his Goodneſs, and muſt. involve us in 
the moſt -Extreme Wickedneſs and Gut - 

This ſhould-teach-us.to. treat aReudation with 
te utmoſt Modęſty at and Keverence; to to conſider it be 
zsthe Supreme Mill of God, and the ullimate Rule 
Gal our Ations; to ſtudy it witha the utmoſt 
Care and Diligence; to ſubmit our Reaſon, and 
our. Judgmenti to the ſeveral Doctrine and. Pre- 
cepts of it 3 and. laſtly to conſider it as the only 
ſufficient Guide to the . of C here, and, His 
Eternal Happineſs. hereafter. 58 0 a FA, -- 
I ſhall entreat your Patience While I drow ſome | 
fw Concluſions: from what. has been offered. 
1. By what has been ſaid, it appears that Hy- 
man Capacities as well as Human Nature, are 
finite we cannot therefore perfectly judge of every 
Truth which is of a Religious and Moral Nature. 
And as our Conceptions are far from being perfer b 
Repreſentations of the Nature and Relations =. 2 
Things, we muſt make doubiſul and uncertain De- | 
ciſions. even in thoſe Points which are level to our 
Capacities, , This muſt make us very unfit Judges 
of the ſeveral, Truths we are concerned to know, 
were we to lean entirely io our oon Underſtanding, 
For as the ſeveral. Materials of our Knowledge are 
farfrom being clear ta us, ſo muſt our > as 4 
rom them be proportionally dart and obſcure... 
may be obſerved farther on this Head, that 2. 
gi0w-and Moral Truths are for the moſt Part, if 
not always, General and niverſal. We cannot 
therefore be certain of them, unleſs we know the 
_ Banz and Extenig of * ſer veral, Things of 

| . which 


| ne 
aa . bie de dar of Things. 

Hence it i 4 at che 
2 79 not the > maſt. - Proper: Tot of 
: Ales. For if by che Law: of 5 Naur me 
= Hon ak era of Moral:Dutieswhich 

n is capable of RE * the Ae 
a which ircanbe e 


ry 6 and e. hat it — poſlbly 
pe a complete Tj of Religion, It is incapable aids 

recting us us Ke —— as to the Pen to wii 
Religious and Moral Actions are to. be perſormedb n 


e Duties we are concerned to pay them. 


l am aware that there is another Seals ol le len 
Nature ſametimes contended for, in which it 
gnifies a perfect Collection of all thoſe ati 

and Precepts'\ which have a Real Fuundalim in 

Things. This is undoubtedly a proper: Tec B 

chen this is not our Law of Nature. . Such perf 

Collection can't be made by in exiſts dnl 

the Divine Mind, and can he communicated to il 

only by immediate or Traditional Revelation," And 

in this. View the Judgmenis we form of Reigut 
and Morality, cannot be taken from our/ (ak 
tions of Things, but from the-Revelationof Cad. 

And if this euſoning dad e 

infer in the next Place, that our Obligation 


. tigion and Morality cannot e founded o 
fons and Fitneſſes of Things, excluſive of che Hl 
Cod. By a Foundation of Obligation, I would be 


underſtood to mean that Principle, by # which 2 

Obligation is made known unto us, and upon 

the Reaſons of the Obligation as to us are re 
ately built. This is what the Generality n 
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farther than it 


owided by afin 
w Hopping or 


d vilf follow that Mankind muſt have Obligg: 
toms at all, or muſt derive it from fome other Prin. | 
pz: For nothing can carry Obligation with it an 


Mankind cannot diſcover Religious Obligations, „ a5 
they manifeſtly cannot on the Suppôſit on we are 
eng, they can't poſſibly: be Oligations to 
| e „ 1 W 3 
11. „ e r e 


Wtuined; or Miſery to be. avoided, by ating: thy 
tan, all Things conſidered, can be obtaine 


fore can oblige us but what has it in its Power togive 


Things z 
no Obliga- | 


15" or may be If therefas 


Aud allowing that theſe might be diſcerned by 
is, yet fil] the Reaſans of themi would not be-fa 
parent: For the main Spring of all Rational 
Adtions is the ſingle Deſire of Happineſs we all 
ind in ourſelves; Excluſive of this, we ſhould 
lave no ſufficient Incitements to good Actions, nor 
could we poſſibly determine ourſelves to chuſe 
nd prefer ne Way of actin 
only Rraſon which can 
this Caſe, is a greater D 


bly determine us in 
Degree of Tlanpingſi to be 
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FS * * 3 i * | 
any other Way. Nothing chere: 


Miſery. This the moſt: Perſe? 


Knowledge of the Reaſons and Firms N of Things, 


of which we are capable, cannot do. It may thews 
Bacertain Connac tion between our Action, ando 
Happineſs and Miſery, but cannot reward or 
ur Obedience or Diſos dience. As Ond is the only 


un 
puniſmn 


being who is mojt capable of contributing thus tothe : 


Happineſs and Miſery of Mankind; ſo od muſt ba 


ne molt proper Pronciple.and- Cuff of all Obligas 
n. * e liga. 
The Reaſonsand Fitneſſerof Things, -as they, 
Mly diſcover: to us our Obligations on the Suppos 


ation of a Being capable of rewarding and pn 
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3-Iwould infer in the labs har M Tn 
Religion are not — ry, perſonal e nn 
| focial Nature, and that they are 3ncapable.of lh. 
ſiſting in any tolerable God „ without bei 
eſtabliſbed in a civil Manner. "This, with regard 
* Morality, will ealily be allowed me. The Intereſ 
of Moral Virtue is in Fact ſupported this: Way; 
and the ſeveral Improvements hich have been bo 
by made in this Science; both beth Lo Specul: 
Practice, will be ſtanding Proofs of the Neapnall. 
ngſt and Neceſiity of ſuch an Eſtabliſhment oft, And 
beſides, as the chief End of Society was to ech 
| dience to the general Laws of Nature; Morality ul 
always make a conſiderable Part of every Eſtab, 
liſhment of this kind: All its Laws, and all its if 
tutions muſt be calculated not only to recommend 
Virtue in thoſe particular Inſtantes in ich e 
moſt liable to deviate from itz. but t enforce the 
. Obſervance of it by proper Santis, to Promote 
eee tht hong, our ate bay hp ls 


wy IG. 5 


_ oy 
e parſed, 
wah — a more 1 ar in this than 
in the former Inſtance ?. This, if the foregang 
| Obfervations be true, is far from) being the Cale: 
We have there ſhewn. it to be as inca able of dt 
recting us in Religion as in Morality... Is itbecauk 
Religion is internal, and ref] 144) the: Conſciend 
only? This cannot. be the. Reaſon; «becauſe Mu 
tity is as much internal, and reſpects the CC 
as Religion can ever be N to be. * = 
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